
A lhalf- s tarved herrin . g gull carrying on its leg a 

Eureati of 3iolo;icel Survey band was found on the beach at Mayport, Florida, its 

bill ti.;ltly closed and fastened with a piece of cord, accordin,; to recent press 

dispatc:les rioted by the V. S. De:Jart:!ient of Agriculture. Records of the 3io- 

logical S-urvep show that the bird ~:;as one of ,a nur~ber of gulls banded at Goose- 

berry Island, Laine, six mozths ago. Officials of the bureau point out that it. 

is obvious tie bird bander had no part in t:‘ing up the gull’s beak, and admit 

that if ile had, ti;e indignation aroused in Florida by such an incident would be 

fully j 1st ified. Ead the beak been tied at tile time of banding, the bird would 

have been dead long; ago. In fact, $art of the string was atta,ched to the gull’s 

leg, indicat ing that the bird accidentally en.tangled itself in a piece of fish-- 

1 he, fish-net , or otl!er cord, and that it was not the victim of a malicious 

trick. 

All -bird-‘ba::di.l:g coo;eerators, the 3iol.oc;ical: Survey said, are carefully 
selected icdividuals wiio have been indorsed as rel.iaEle by respor.sible officials 
or ornitllolo;Tis ts. Tke;r operz,tc only under Federal and State permits and are 
instructed to use every care to see that no h:%rrn comes to the bi:*ds with 76Cch 
they are I:iorlrinlg . Although more Can 600,000 bir&s have been banded in the 
course of the bureau’s experiment;il work the last 10 years, fat,alities for Klich 
bird-banding cooperators were in any way reqonsible have been so few as to be 
negligi’ole . 

_-___--- IQ -------- 797-30 


